










36 Zwazo late 2008 - early 2009

�e Seychelles’ fauna and �ora is rich and varied. Not just 
on the islands, but also in the oceans. �ere are corals, �sh, 
turtles and many other underwater species depending on one 
another. It is a sensitive environment where the removal of 
one can have lasting e�ects on the others. 

Eden Island was designed in such a way that its shape �ts with 
the contours of the reef structure that was still present. In 
changing the shape of the island, certain parts of the sea had 
to be reclaimed. A�er an extensive Marine Ecology Specialist 
Study, it was found that there was a certain amount of live cor-
al cover on the two reef areas that were about to be reclaimed. 

�ese corals had to be relocated to suitable areas where they 
would thrive. It was important to ensure that the conditions 
from where the corals are being moved from are similar to 
the conditions where they are moved to. �is could be crucial 
when transferring coral between the sites, keeping the impact 
to an absolute minimum. 

Local biologists found three such sites in close proximity to 
Eden Island and adhering to all the speci�cations. �e primary 
location was a carbonate reef found just north of Eden Island 
with another reef patch o� the north-eastern tip of the island. 
�e third location was the reef of Moyenne Island situated in 
the St Anne National Marine Park. 

�e biologists monitored and documented the status of the 
corals, �sh and macro-invertebrates in great detail before any 
alteration of the sites were done. 

�e relocation was done in three stages over a period of two 
months. During this time the corals found in the two reclama-
tion areas were relocated to their new homes whilst monitor-
ing their progress and adaptability continuously. 

advertorial: EDEN ISLAND’S CORAL 
		     RELOCATION SUCCESS

�e actual relocation were done by �ve full-time people, work-
ing together to ensure the survival of the reefs. �e process 
was highly specialised and very delicate, and called for long 
periods of working underwater.

Corals were detached from the reefs by gently li�ing their 
bases. Once detached, the corals were placed in buckets of 
water and taken to the new sites to be rehabilitated. 

Once on site, the buckets were transferred to divers in the 
water. �ey made use of marine epoxy and plastic cable ties to 
secure the relocated coral colonies to the seabed. 

�e coral were placed in such a manner that it forms an under-
water snorkelling trail along the northern reef of Eden Island. 
Underwater information panels will provide divers with in-
formation on the di�erent coral colonies and other life forms 
that they are likely to see. Each information panel will point to 
the next one in line, creating a ‘hiking trail’ underwater whilst 
teaching people about their environment. 

For more information on the relocation of Eden 
Island’s coral reefs and the new underwater 
trail, please visit www.edenisland.sc or contact 
+248 346 000.
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